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Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities § 300.207 

which will not become effective until ap-
proval has been given by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget. 

§ 300.206 Alternative procedures for 
IUU fishing activities. 

(a) These certification procedures 
may be applied to fish or fish products 
from a vessel of a harvesting nation 
that has been identified under § 300.202 
in the event that the Secretary cannot 
reach a certification determination for 
that nation by the time of the next bi-
ennial report. These procedures shall 
not apply to fish or fish products from 
identified nations that have received 
either a negative or a positive certifi-
cation under this subpart. 

(b) Consistent with paragraph (a) of 
this section, the Secretary of Com-
merce may allow entry of fish or fish 
products on a shipment-by-shipment, 
shipper-by-shipper, or other basis if the 
Secretary determines that: 

(1) The vessel has not engaged in IUU 
fishing under an international fishery 
management agreement to which the 
U.S. is a party; or 

(2) The vessel is not identified by an 
international fishery management or-
ganization as participating in IUU fish-
ing activities. 

(c) Fish or fish products offered for 
entry under this paragraph (c) must be 
accompanied by a completed docu-
mentation of admissibility available 
from NMFS. The documentation of ad-
missibility must be executed by a duly 
authorized official of the identified na-
tion and must be validated by a respon-
sible official(s) designated by NMFS. 
The documentation must be executed 
and submitted in a format (electronic 
facsimile (fax), the Internet, etc.) spec-
ified by NMFS. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 76 FR 2024, Jan. 
12, 2011, § 302.206 was added. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 300.207 Alternative procedures for 
bycatch of PLMRs. 

(a) These certification procedures 
may be applied to fish or fish products 
from a vessel of a harvesting nation 
that has been identified under § 300.203 
in the event that the Secretary cannot 
reach a certification determination for 

that nation by the time of the next bi-
ennial report. These procedures shall 
not apply to fish or fish products from 
identified nations that have received 
either a negative or a positive certifi-
cation under this subpart. 

(b) Consistent with paragraph (a) of 
this section, the Secretary of Com-
merce may allow entry of fish or fish 
products on a shipment-by-shipment, 
shipper-by-shipper, or other basis if the 
Secretary determines that imports 
were harvested by practices that do not 
result in bycatch of a protected marine 
species, or were harvested by practices 
that— 

(1) Are comparable to those of the 
United States, taking into account dif-
ferent conditions, and which, in the 
case of pelagic longline fisheries, the 
regulatory program of an identified na-
tion includes mandatory use of circle 
hooks, careful handling and release 
equipment, and training and observer 
programs; and 

(2) Include the gathering of species 
specific data that can be used to sup-
port international and regional assess-
ments and conservation efforts for pro-
tected living marine resources. 

(c) Fish or fish products offered for 
entry under this section must be ac-
companied by a completed documenta-
tion of admissibility available from 
NMFS. The documentation of admissi-
bility must be executed by a duly au-
thorized official of the identified na-
tion and validated by a responsible of-
ficial(s) designated by NMFS. The doc-
umentation must be executed and sub-
mitted in a format (electronic fac-
simile (fax), the Internet, etc.) specified 
by NMFS. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 76 FR 2024, Jan. 
12, 2011, § 302.207 was added. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 
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